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Editorial

PhDr. BARBORA POTOVA, Ph.D. et Ph.D.
Ustav etnologie, Filozoficka fakulta, Univerzita Karlova
nam. lana Palacha 2, 116 38 Praha 1; e-mail: barbora.putova@ff.cuni.cz

Milé ¢tenatky, mili ¢tendfi,

prvni ¢islo 5. ro¢niku ¢asopisu The Journal of
Culture nezastresuje jedna tematicka oblast,
nybrz vice badatelskych perspektiv, vyjadiu-
jicich riznorodost a heterogennost nazoru.
Stejneé jako si postmodernismus stanovil pri-
stup k pozndni jako neredukovatelné pluralité
odmitajici univerzalni vyklad, tak i jednotlivé
studie reprezentuji autorskou svobodu, pravo
na alternativni vidéni a interpretaci sociokul-
turni reality a pluralitu riznych styld, Zanra

a vyzkumnych perspektiv. Jednotlivé studie
jsou dokladem toho, zZe v obdobi postmoderny
se objevuji jak nové vyzkumné strategie, tak
neotteld témata umoznujici autorim interpre-
taéni seberealizaci nebo vyzkum. Prvni ¢ést
tohoto periodika je vénovana otazkam vyvo-
jovych promén konkrétniho kulturniho feno-
ménu nebo etnika. Ve druhé casti ¢casopisu je
z ruznych hledisek analyzovana evropska
migracni krize, ¢imz anticipuje téma druhého
monotematického ¢isla 5. roéniku ¢asopisu
The Journal of Culture.

Autorka prvni studie Tereza Kuldova v ¢lanku
Indian Haute Couture: The Aesthetic Economy
of Neo-Imperial Atmospheres prezentuje pro-
blematiku indického ,haute couture” vénova-
nou estetizujicimu pretvafeni historickych
aristokratickych styld. Predklada zde svaj
vlastni thel pohledu, v némz polemizuje
s perspektivou orientalismu a udéluje estetic-
kym trendim odlisny vyznam. Druha studie
Kolektivni identita soucasnych Baskii: role
teritoria a jazyka je vénovana analyze vztahu
kolektivni identity Basku zijicich v soucasné
dobé v Baskicku. Jeji autorka Pavla Andr$ova
se zameruje na roli predstavy o baskické
domovine a jejim vlivu na konstrukei baskické
kolektivni identity. Problematika etnicke
identity se promitla také do studie Hany
Stépankové Sonda do ighoského ndrodniho
védomi. Autorka zde mapuje nejen historicky
proces vytvareni ighoského naroda, ale pred-
klada také vysledky vyzkumu mezi Igby
v Praze. Teoretickou analyzu obycej, ritudli
a lécitelstvi v prostredi valasskych pastevct
predklada Pavel Smira ve ¢tvrté studii Obyceje,
ritudly a léCitelstvi valasskych pastevcii jako
svebytnd forma samanismu. Autor predstavuje
jednu z tradi¢nich forem Samanismu v oblasti
Valasska, zdroven véak neopomiji sezénni pre-
sun stad s pastevci z niZinnych pastvin do
horskych oblasti.

Expozici druhé ¢asti ¢asopisu, ktera je vé-
novina soucasné migracni krizi, tvori studie

Michaely Vaculikové Cizimu tvdri v tvar. Au-
torka v ni prostrednictvim postmoderni etiky
vybizi k hlubsimu zamysleni nad situaci, kdy
dochazi k setkani s Jinym. Vyzyva zde k indi-
vidudlnim postojiim emocionalni naklonnos-
ti, k uméni naslouchat nebo k otevienosti
vici osobnim zvlastnostem. Aktualni téma
migrace rozviji také Sesté studie Hleddni iden-
tity v kontextu soucasné evropské migracni krize.
Jeji autori Vaclav Soukup a Andrea Manova
upozornuji na problémy, s nimiz se cizinci
potykaji v pribéhu své adaptace na nové socio-
kulturni prostfedi, i na nepfipravenost pfiji-
majicich stat z hlediska ndrodnostni a mig-
racni politiky. Zvlastni pozornost je ve studii
vénovana taképroblematice cizince v kontextu
krize osobni, etnické a kulturni identity.
Logické vyusténi témat vénovanych analyze
vztahu ,My a Ti druzi” predstavuje studie
Ondreje Cerhy Interkulturni trénink. Cerha zde
prezentuje historii i metody pouZivané v této
antropologicky a psychologicky koncipované
aplikované discipling, ktera muze slouzit jako
prostredek spésné adaptace v cizim kultur-
nim prostfedi.

Jako vzdy jsou nedilnou souc¢asti naseho
casopisu recenze odbornych publikaci z pera
akademikd i studentd, zprdva o vystavé
a tentokrat nové i rozhovor s ¢eskou histo-
rickou a demografkou Pavlou Horskou. Pres-
toze charakteristickym rysem tohoto ¢isla je
postmoderni riznorodost a pluralita autor-
skych perspektiv, konkrétni studie tematicky
spojuje aktudlni problematika etnicity, iden-
tity a kulturni zmény vyvolané celosvétovou
migraci. Véfim, Ze snaha jednotlivych autorti
prispét k feseni téchto problému muze vést
k formulovani novych pristupt k uchopeni
svéta, veetné rodici se nové ,etiky zodpovéd-
nosti” vii¢i jinakosti nebo diirazu na schop-

nost konstruktivniho transkulturniho dialogu.

Do jaké miry se tento cil autortim jednotli-
vych studii podarilo naplnit, je oviem jiz na
posouzeni ¢tenait The Journal of Culture.
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It Seems Superfluous to Want to
Look for a Weak Point in the Book
at a All Costs

Doc. dott. GIUSEPPE MAIELLO, Ph.D.

Department of Marketing Communication, Faculty of Economic Studies, University of Fonance and Administration

Estonska 500, 101 00 Praha 10; e-mail: 2777 3@mailvsfs.c

If anyone thinks that erudition has become
something rare, then they will be pleased with
the publication of this jewel of ethnological
analysis and ethnographic research. The main
characteristic of Traditional Folk Culture in
Moravia: Time and Space is in fact to succeed
in combining a progressive theoretical frame-
work — nearly avant-garde — with the study

of traditional topics of ethnographic research
in general; and of Moravia in the period
1750-1900 in particular.

To achieve this result, the authors have di-
vided the book into six thematic axes: Autoch-
thony, External influences, Stability over time,
Fluidity over time, Territorial unity, and Ter-
ritorial differences. In each of these thematic
axes, presented by Roman Dousek, some key
issues are then analyzed in detail. These are:
Farming, Agriculture and Buildings (Miroslav
Vélka), Clothing and Fashion (Alena KiiZova)
and Choreutics (Martina Pavlicova). In the
book we can also find other topics of particular
interest, such as Pilgrimage Sites, Religious
Behavior, Healing Incantations and Villagers’
reading (Roman Dousek), Handmade Produc-
tion, Consumption and Peddlery (Daniel Dra-
pala) and Customary Law (Martina Pavlicova).

Given that the Moravian population was ne-
ver an ethnically homogenous unit in the past,
and also that the rural population consciously
allowed the adoption of new trends coming
from other segments of society, the authors
decided to devote the first chapter — Autoch-
thony - to those phenomena “by which the
rural population followed and maintained ways
of thinking and behavior that could be traced
back for centuries or even millennia” (2015: 15).

To counterpoise the first chapter, that alone
would represent only a passive reproduction of
the Herderian ideas, transferred in ethnology,
as well as made for generations of folklorists
starting from the brothers Jakob and Wilhelm

Grimm, the authors thus devote the second
chapter — External influences — to the adoption
of cultural forms by rural people. Landmarks
are the studies of the folklorists Eduard
Hoffmann-Krayer and Hans Neumann, which
inspired Czech ethnologists such as Vilém Pra-
zak, who used case studies of folk embroidery
“to document how some phenomena from higher
social classes were adopted and evolved by rural
classes” (2015: 53). So, if the first chapter is

a way to deal with ethnographic issues in the
classical way of the Czech and Moravian science,
the studies of the second chapter represent

a strong element of innovation, since the
question of the adoption of external elements
has never been a major theme between these
scientific communities.

The counterweight between the first and
the second chapter is repeated in the following
chapters. In the third chapter - Stability over
Time — concrete ethnographic data on the atti-
tude of the Moravian rural society to conceive
time cyclically are analyzed and reported. In
the fourth chapter - Fluidity over Time - instead
the perspective is that of linear time introduced
from the Middle Ages, also in the rural society
and pursued within the moral of the Catholic
Church (2015: 82). However, this is not a dicho-
tomy in which the approaches to time are
opposed. Through the collected data, the
authors conclude that the preference for older
and long-lasting goods reflects just “one of the
threads within the ambivalent dynamics of tradi-
tional folk culture” (2015: 82.).

In the fifth chapter - Territorial Unity - the
authors, based on specific studies, namely on
Carpathian clothing, or on the ballads with the
same Turkish theme, or on the enchanters and
peddlers - find identical phenomena “repre-
sented within wider geographical boundaries”
(2015: 140). Finally, in the last chapter-axes
Territorial differences -, the emphasis is placed

on local variations in folk clothing and archi-
tecture “as well as other phenomena which were
later central to ethnography” (2015: 167). In
this chapter, a certain issue is not omitted -
which is now in the mainstream of ethnological
research - namely the question of migration
and the contribution of the different ethnic
groups to building in Moravia a variegated
cultural universe.

As regards the specific essays revolving
around the thematic axes, it is not possible to
go into the details of each. It is worthwhile
to be reminded, however, of at least a few of
the numerous considerations developed by
the authors. Daniel Drapala for example in
the study Willow Twigs and Branches in Tradi-
tional Handicrafts, powerfully demonstrates
that the wickerwork technique originated as
early as in prehistoric times (2015: 26); Alena
Kfizova, in the study Archaic Garments, links
the production of several accessories at the

Dousek, R. - Drapala, D. - Novotnd, M. (eds.) (2015). Traditional Folk
Culture in Moravia: Time and Space. Brno: Masaryk University.
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beginning of the 20th century with techniques
from the Great Moravian Empire (ninth cen-
tury CE). Alena KfiZova notices how, already
at the beginning of the nineteenth century,
school courses did not teach local types of
embroidery, but common European patterns
(2015: 61) were used for the sewing education
of the girls; and finally Miroslav Vélka
demonstrates with concrete examples, in his
study entitled New Technologies and Techniques
in Agriculture, that the spirit of the Enlighten-
ment and the Austrian state apparatus plaved
a decisive role in the transformation of the
countryside.

A handsome analysis of how popular music
is transformed radically in Moravia, especially
in the second half of the 19th century, due to
the spread of Brass music (see p. 73) is offered
to us by Martina Pavlicova, in her study

entitled Impulses of the Development in Dance
and Music Folklore. Roman Dousek, in his
subchapter entitled Villagers’ Reading perhaps
give us an answer to why the number of libra-
ries today in the whole Czech Republic is so
high, when it provides the framework of the
widespread reading activities in the Moravian
countryside during the period in which the
authors conducted their own research.

Of particular effect are, in our opinion, Alena
Kfizova's study entitled Ceremonial Shawls -
tivodnice and koutnice, and Martina Pavlicova’s
study entitled the Turkish Theme in Folk Ba-
llads. In the last study it leaked out, we would
like to add also for Moravia, a similar drama,
which was then brought back into oral litera-
ture, namely the clash between Christianity
and Islam which occurred in Moravia, such as
in the Balkans (but not in Bohemia).

The central position of Moravia in the game
of European cultures and bordering cultures is
lastly remembered by Miroslav Vélka, when he
summarizes that: , the geographical position
of Moravia in central Europe, with its natural
resources, waves of civilization, and local as well
as world history influenced the variations in folk
culture (...)" (2015: 177).

Traditional Folk Culture in Moravia: Time
and Space was also published in the Czech
language. Considering the richness and quality
of the pictures and maps, and the extent of
bibliographic apparatus, it seems superfluous
to want to look for a weak point in the book at
all costs. Even the emphasis that is given to
Jaromir Erben (that in other cases he would
not deserve) by Roman Dousek, when he ana-
lyzes the issue of the healing Incantations,
seems altogether justified.
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